[A fatal case of a hepatitis B virus carrier with fulminant hepatic failure after cytotoxic chemotherapy for malignant lymphoma].
A 48-year-old woman with malignant lymphoma, who was diagnosed as a hepatitis B virus (HBV) carrier because of positive HBs antigen, was admitted to Chiba Cancer Center Hospital. Complete remission was achieved by two courses of combination chemotherapy, but fulminant hepatitis developed after withdrawal of chemotherapy and she died of hepatic failure. Retrospective analysis of viral DNA disclosed a mutation in the precore region of HBV-DNA in her serum. We consider that the precoremutant virus was associated with the pathogenesis of severe hepatic failure after withdrawal of cytotoxic chemotherapy.